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THE MARCIKALlYqqlM (lg&roju -recp)

Margi, $rr€d in 1970, is currently tunctioning rs a KaliyogJft (training (um perfornring group)

fiom 1994-95. The Inlportant features of the Kaliyoga iyJtem are:

For i KJliyogam (lEining cum pedormancg organization) !o function effectively, the main ne€d

k to have a long term progranrme of training/perfornrance tchedules, This was tpelt out by the

late Sri.D.Appukuten Nair (Margi founder and , $eat fteitre personalily of our times) l!

{The nrain phfall in lhe lime bound courre, as experien(ed in premler Institutions like Kerala

Kalamandalrm etc. h thit, on conrplerion of the course, the artistes hrve to fend for themselvet

to remiln in the profession. lunior r istes are seldom offered stage venuer. In lhe result mort

of them had to earn their livelihood in other lay profesrions. Actually, Margi har .bsorbed

numb€r of a istes from Kerala Kalamandal,rn etc. and provided them financial suppoft and

p€rfonnanae opponunides. Mnny of then have turned out to be outstanding artittes).

2. Continuous training.rnd perfonninces ride by side throughout $e lifetime of $e artisies
and staying logether ar a well knit cohetive unit, whi.h leadr to higi level production
values.

l. Mainoining a group of excellent afthtes gaded under differen! categorieg like Guru,
Adyasthanam (Top level), Onnamkida, ldafirrrm, Kudrharam (other levelt) as against
the old syrtem of teachers and stipendiarieg who had to leave the institution on
conrpletion of the time bound courte llke 4 years, 6 yerrr etc.

3. This systenr k lhe one nrost ruited to rerlore (he,rrt5 to their fornrer glory by enabling
revivals, creative elaborndon through poetic tredtfient etc.

4. There is a conrtrnr challengp ro rhe creative Glenls of the ,]rtirtes in every production
.lnd oerforntince.
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conritG of new productions on r continuour bnrir; not rerlly new, bul revivrh of r mul(i(ude of

thenreg and !he!!re prnc(icer which hld los! their way down rhe yerrr of dwindling appeal for

clarricJl art fonns. More pfecisely, for KathJkJli, the continuour training ir on enacting all

popular playr in their entirely and bringing onstrge, revivilr of exlinc! piayi. In Kutiyattinr, the

declinlng phase w.rs more pronounced and whole play5/ac6 had dirippeared fronl ruge and

much more ground had to be (overed to build up a sizrble reperloire, whi(h alone cin tusLrin

an r( fof long. Hence, d]ese procesres were set ir nrotion quiie early in M.rrgi by Sri, Niir at

followr.

( l)He wrote enllrged perfornrrnce nranu,rlg for plays l ike Nrlacharith.a prrLs l ,  l l ,  l l l ;
Banayudhom; which plnyr had infinite scope For eliboration and deep poetic
treJt|llena-

(2) He wlore, pelhrps for the firsr tine, detailed perfornrin(e nJnuJk for extinct play5
belonging to the series known as "Ranranattom" authored by the former ruler of
the region known 15 Korarr.rkkrra Thrnrpurin (the9e plays are very rigTrifi(ant .ls
they nrirk, the very beginning of the a|.t of Krthakali iBelf) The pl.ryr thu5 revived
were Vischinn,rbhhh€konr end Khir,tvrdhonr J[d Sethubhrnandananr (compiled by
Scholar Sri. S.Genes.r lyer)

(3) Fof Kutiyatt.nr, the revivak were Act5 l, lll ,rnd Vll of Sakthibhadra's
As(h.rryrchoodenrrni .rnd Act ll of Kulasekhrrr Vrrnrln's subhadrr Dh.rniniryrrr.
Th€ perfomlince manuals were prepJred for MJrgi by Veteran Guru Padma5hr€e
Anrnrannur Madhava Chakiar. More ground wa5 covered later by adding Bhisit
Mrntrenkonr lnd Mrhendra Vikrrnran's Mrlh:vilasonr (taugfit to Mirgi a(irtes by
the veteran Curu Sri. P.K.N-Nanrbiar)

For Nangiirkoothu, in rddition to the '5i Krkhna Chrrilhanr' series, S[i Ramachafid]lnr by Margi

Sathi is also being en.rcted continuously in the Margi progr.rnlmes. Olher edditionr rre Subhidrr's

Nirvahrninr in Act V of Subhidrr Dh.rnrl i iyJnr.

Every yeaf Ma.gi" working programnle consists of raining on the lhemes selected fron the

foregoing extensive malerial and perfornring thenr on5!age. In this fornut er(h session it J new

prerenlalion, a ch.rllenge in crealivity for J(tor, iinger lnd per(ussionist ilike to condnuoutly hone

dleir respectlve innovative talen$. This gready helps to revilalize fte nr$.
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ACHIEVEMENTS 2OO+2005

KATHAKALI

Following rhe long ternr guideliner spelt ou! already, fte following Kalhakali clatsics were ttaged in

great detril without omittlng any portion (Even in all night programmes this it not pGcdcable du€ lo

conrraints of time)

t . Kottayathu Thampuran's Kalyanasougrndhikam

Eakavadhonr (Paro

l",vanothbhavim Tapf,sr.rttonr portion

Nalacharitham Day 4

6 diyt

I day

I day

I day

Leclure - Denrcnrtrationr: Several lecture demonrtration were arranged in schools and

university centers by Dr. P.V€nugopalan, Vice Presldent of MARGI. There was very enthutianlc

response particularly from the younger gEneration. The press had also given very good coveBge for

these pro$ammes.

The instilutionr covered in this programme wer€ Llnivenity College, Thiruvrnanthapuram; th€

Government College for Women; NSS College; Kariyivallom university Campur; Government

School, Alleppef Gov€mment Colleg€, PalJkkJd; SLXavleB coll€ge er(.

The programmes in the educational centers menaioned rbove were in the context of a Semlnar under

(he auspices of the Govemnrcn! of India. Comparative presentation of Kathakali and $e Sanskrit

(heafie lrt of Kudyattanr, which have several common aetihetic elements, was done h there venues.

Toudsts from all par6 of the wodd invariably auended Kathaknli prograntmes in Margi during the

season. KathJkali har beconre ro appe.rling !o tourhti, who are beconring increasingly apprecialive

of our heriuge arts. Several tourk6 visit the Margi Kithakali center !o w!!ch lraining s€ssions ako.

A number of proglamm€s were Jrrrn8Ed for iourists in the Margi auditorium, which has r tnditional

letdng lnd ambience; being located in a heritrge s!ru(ture of the capital (ity viz. the rncien(

Vettakkorumlfkan pahce.
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THIRTY FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF MARGI

Margi war sFned in Thiruvananth,rpuranl in 1969 for pronroling lrrdhionil clrssicrl ddncer and

lhearre. shorcly rhereirter a K,rrhrkati rr.rinins (enrer i,, .r," l'"tr,"n .n,,,(,ll*i5[.]lJ'i]tr,
with grant .rssirtJnce fronr rhe Covernmen( of Kerali. The ChiefCuru war the renowned MJnkulanr

Vishnu Nanlboodiri. There rfter Prdnr$hree Kalrnrandrl.rnl Krishnrn Nrk ioined Mlrgi .rs viriting

prof€5ror in 1980.

The Margi Ku tiyr ttanl celter w,]r stJrted ir 1 9 8 | in the Nr nlbi M,rdanr rltached to the Vrliyr Silr

Mahadevar tenrple. Curu Prdnrashri Anrnrrnnur Mrdhivr Chrkiar w:s the Chief Curu.

Margi wat starte(l in ThiruvJrun(fiJpurum Jt J time when there wJJ no center evefl for KJthaktli in the

Capid Aty, though it wal bei,ag identif,ed $ fhe Capiel of he land of llnthJkali (Kenla).

Within a short sprn of tine €xcellent r|.listei both in KJth]kJli ind Kutiyiem were frroduced by

Mrrgi rnd these priceless rrtt, the pride of Kerila,were promo(ed funher and furlher, culmin,ttiflg in

rhe UNESCO procbmation of the KutiyJttan Srsnkrit lherrre rs r world herirrge rrr in 2OOl. The

initirtive rnd inrplemenrr(ion in thi5 behJlfJi! done by MJrgi.

To ferture the ibove pfogf€rs, the 35'r' annurl dry (elebr.]rions were held on 25d and 26(

Novenrber 2004 in a specially erected dais in the open sprce in front of Margi in Fort. The

tun(tlon w.r5 inaugurared by lighdng of the lanrp by internationally known film maker Adoor

Copilakrishnan. This w.rr followed by r reminJr on Kuliyatlifi under (he autpices of the UNESCO

Jnd )rprn tunds in trur!. Ihe five dry long (elebmtions included KalhrkJli and KLrtiyatt.h

progrtmnies rnd le(ture denronstrr(ions. The renrinar on Nanglrrkoothu involving rll the

practicing artistes of the Jrt, perhrpt for the flrst time, wJs i notible event.

Shri. A.P.Anil Kum , the Honot[able Minister for Culture vitited Margi on the o.cation rnd took pdrt in

the prcceedrhgj.

The lelding panicipanu in the senlin.rr were sri. Krvalanr Nrrryrna Pinikknr, Vice-Chairman,

Sang€et Nrtik Akrdenli, Dr.N.P.l.lnni, fonner Vi(e ChJncellor of Sree Sankiracharya Univerrity of

Srnrkrit ,  Sh . Pi lJppincode Murali ,  MLA, Shfi S.Srinivasan IA5, Dr. P.Venugoplln,

Dr.M.C.Sasibhushrrr, Curu Panivrda Tilaki P.K.Nrrrynnan Nanrbiar, Guru Moozhikulam
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Kochukutlan Chakiar, Snrt. KJlinundalrnr Giriia, Snrt. Nirmalr Panikklr, Margi salhi, snrr. Usha

Nangiar, snrt. Indu etc.

KUTIYATTAM 8I NANGIARKOOTHU
With support from KendrJ Srngeet Nauk AlJdemi

The KutiyJ(anl shows in MJrgi as well as outreich progrJnrnres rt per ongoing progxinrnr€ of

support by the K€ndra Sangeet Nataka Acadenry, continued during (he year. This it the I4s year

otthe sNA supported schenre nnd 6? progtifimes were ttnged during the yeir, covering a

wide finge; drrwing fronr dre vart repertoire built up in Mrrgi during dre previous yeJrs J9 well as

from revivab rft€r srudy of texls .ls per current scheme. (Please ree lirt of profimmer)

There wrs significent pro$ess in trking dris art to J widef audien.€. O!lre:ch Programntes stiged in

tenrples, (he city (olleges rnd other University centres were very succetsful in spreadlng fte art

anrong the younger generJtion o[ loverr of (lJsricrl (heJtre-

UNESCO Proclnnlation of Kutiyattnm ar world heritlge art; the fallout

Menlion hJd been mrde in lhe lr( few rnnuJl repor6 about Mrrgi's initirtive i[ Dleprring

candidrture lile and subnritting it to (he UNESCO with a three hour video do(umenQtion on

Kutiyattanl, fllffed in the KidJngoor aDd Hariprd Koothnubrlanls, by Adoor Copalsftrishnan. On

18fr May 2001. Kutiyrtt,rnr, wJt plocliirned itone ofthe "M$terpieces of the Oral dnd lnintigible

Heduge of Humrnity".

MARGI I5 NAMED AS THE NATIONAL IMPLEMENTING AGENCY FOR THE UN€sCO

PROGRAMME

The implementltion phase of the UNESCO sponsored Kutiyattan development progf,amnre ttarted

during the yeir. The Covernnrent of Indin, Minisrry of Tourism 8t Cuhure provided fundt for (i)

SrmrakshJnJfi (prerervalion) (ii) Uieevrnrfl (reiuvenition) rnd (iii) PradtrsinJnl Gtage

oresent,tuon ),

Under the above, severJl J(lt/iections fronl SJnskrit playg were presented in severll venues

including s(hools 8r colleges. A new produclion (Mahaendrr Vikrrr[ri's Mathavihgiur - Irtter
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ponion) wJs liunched. A comprehensiv€ s€nlinar wa5 organired in luly a! TheerthapadanlJntipanl.

Le:ders oF (uhure and senior ariisies fronr rll Kutiyattrm insriruliong pafticiptted. The tenlin.tr was

inrugurrted by noted poer Padmeshrl Dr. Ayyrppr Panikkar ind the nrain plrticiprnts wete Prof.

s.Cuplan NJir, Kavalanr Narayana PJnikkrr, Vi(€ Chairnran, sNA; Dr.V.R.Prabodhichindrin Nair,

Chrimrrn, Kerata Kalanlindrlam, Dr. K.C.Poulose, sri. E.K.Bharaih BhuthJn lAS, Secrerary,

Department of Culture, Kerrla; Sfi .  S.Srinivtstn lAS, Secfetiry Mrrgi; Dr. P.VenugopJlan; Dr.

M.C.Sntibhushrn; Shri. P.Naraylni Kurup; Shri. M.MldhtvJn Nair, Treasurer, MrrSi; Shri.

K.PrabhrkJran Nrir, toint Secretiry, MARGI; Gonr P.K.N.Nlmbirr. Crru Moozhikulrn Kochu

Kuttan Chrki:r etc.

Under .r parJllel UNESCO progruntnte oF suppo(, ecrivirier like (i) rriining of youngtrers (ii)

production of new plays (iii) lec(ure - demonrtfrtions and progrannnes for outreach a[d (iv)

lmprovenrentl to co9tunles Jnd equipnrent were cirried out during the yeir It sunrmarized below.

seventeen youngiters were given uaining for a period of I ntonlhs as pef J specially pt€pared

tyllibus, to cover the brrica of the i|,( wirh r view to in$ill genuine inrcrest in rlle arr er r very early

Jge.

The ne!,r pliy (Act) Sw,rpnakan kort Bhrsr's Swrpuvasavidr(t! was produced rnd srrged.

Semianrs, lecture denronstration5 Jnd live prograntes were orginized in schooh, colleges, tenples

and Koo$Jntbrlrnrs.

SNA ASSISTANCE FOR REVIVALS ONGOINC SCHEME

From 1.7.2000, th€ Kendr, Sangee! N.traka Akadenry nrodified ir' parrern of arsirrance of suppon

to Kuiiya(tin through Margi. Monthly paynren! wis $ncrioned to tll rrtisles for dre oblect of

studying rnd enicting new dramrtic tex$ (revivJb of old and dk(onrinued Acts/Epkoder erc.) The

performrnce subsidy wJs however redu(ed fronr Jiding four proganrnrer I nlonth !o two. The total

rssistance (benefit to the ,rrtistes) however rhowed Jn overall incre,tse. (The rsrktance for coslumes,

per(ussion, insruments, progranrme erpen5es erc wJs reduced fronr RS.l lakh to RJ.50,000/- Thit

tum is proving to be very inrufficien( eking inro rc(ounr rhe (or! erc.rhtion for the5e servi(es).
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Under the SNA assistln(e progrJnrnre contirting of (i) Srudy of texu for revivih and (2) rheh

pretent.ltion on the stage Jfter rehearsah (the performanaet ibo include outre.rch progr:nrnret);

durlng the year, the following texti were gtudied

(i) Act Vl of Sakdribhidra'5 Ascharya Choodilt!4!_ylz. 4!plegIq!t9!!1. This Acl, which

used to b€ performed in brief ar a rltuJl has been expanded to J2 dlys of perfomEnces

. in Margi, bi5ed on lhe performance nr,rnual by Kutiyittinr Scholar Shri. K.P.Nrrryana

Pisharrdi

( i i ) Mahendrr Vikrinrr Prllrv,rnt Malhavilason. Under the guidin(e of Curu

P.K.Narayinin Nanlbiar, the drrnrJ portion, $/hi(h i9 a very unique !nd rire rection of

Kutiyattanr, wrs slrged after r(udy oF texi ar reherrsab.

(iii) lbqgiarkoothu, Sree Rant(harhha!. Thi5 perfornrrnce nrsnurl, audrored by Margl

s.rthi, is being studied. rehearsed rnd performed in the mo[thly progr.rmmes.epitodrlly.

MishrJvishkanrbJ, 5it.rt( iv)

qlrrra !q!!!chr!(!! - Etnry of Suradhirr

Ac( ll of Jubh.rdru Dh,rninyayrnr. Nrngia*oothu - SreekrighnJ ChJrhham, new

epi5oder.

(vii) Act I 4lq!!ryqchoodrnuni. Prrnarahnkonr, efiry of Lekehnrane

(viii) thasa's Sw,lpnrvasJvlditta, 5wrpnrnkom.

Oua reech progfim|net

Only six progrinrnres Jre envisJged as per ongoing scheme, Thete wer! teveral denr,tnds fronl

various 5ourc€s for staging Kutiyattam Jnd Nangnrkoothui. fhis is rn indkdtio,r ol the outstandng

rlcce$ of ahe sNA rponsoted Kutiyattrm scfieme. Hence fourteen Nogrtmmes were s0ged duing

2002-2@3; twenty tix ptogrlmnet in 2003 2OO4 and 3 | progammes during 2@4-2005

MJny outr'erch progfarrnret tdgeted the irt loving youth of our State through lecture

denrongtrrtiont and progrJmmet staged Jt colleger, University centret etc. A few ,rB .rttociations

iho requested ind nlJde locil Jrrangenlenti for Kutiyittanl ind Nrngiarkoothu under the SNA

pro$amme of ruppor!.

We (]ke thit opportunity to phce on re(ord our sincere lhank to rh€ sNA for supporting the

Kuliyallanr pro$inlnre of Margi in i highly inraginidve and retuk orienled nrinner. Thk tuppo( is

Jko lhe reiton for dllt Jncient Sanikrh dleJtre Jrt to receive world re(ognition; the initiative and

AllyllI glsrktMlndrr" t\!!hrrM!9odr_U!!t!
Agnipravesr, NaradJ'r entry.

(vi)
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procesting for which was taken by Mirgi, rvailing of the infrastructure / fa(ilities made avaihble

under the 5NA support progl-annre,

(Pl€ase see al5o list of pro$ammes done under Minittry of Cuhure, Covernnent of IndiJ and

UNESCO proiecs)

Training forcign scholars under ICCR Scheme

One Foreign scholar received training in K:thakali

ernpanelled rs rn insrirurion for imprring rrr ining

ICCR are hereby plrced on record.

with support from the ICCR. Margi hrs been

to foreign siudenu. Our rincere thinks to the

Three oiher foreign scholars rlso received short term training in Karhikali during the yedr.

{\ J€N-foreign scholars were lrr ined by MJrgi Srrhi in Nrngidfroorhu.

Kithakrli

Kutiyattam

PROGRAMMES STAGED DI.IRING THE YEAR

l*;_O.og,"tnt"s werc staged during year at Mrrgi, Trivandrunl and 4

progr.rmmes in vJrious templet, mosdy in south Ker.rl.ir.

63progr".n,", *"r" ,,aged under the support schenre of the Kendn

Sangeet Nitak Akademi, in Trivandrum ar the Margi Natyrgriha, the

Vailopally Samskrithi Bhavan (the tradirionrl Koothanrbalanr rype rhertre

of the Dep3rtment of Cuh!re, Covernment oF Kerala) Other venues were

Universiry Centres, Colleges in rhe State, various temples in South Kersla

(Vide list of programmes appended) Out rerch programnrer were staged

in connection with Fesriv.rls erc. in cenrers ourside the State ako.

Seminars, lecture denronstritions rnd rp"airt progrannr"f 3ffnized during

fte year under (i) Government of Indir, Ministry of Culture Proiect and (ii)

UNESCO lap.rn Fundr in Tru$ projecr (vide list of programmes)
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COVERNMENT OF INDIA, (MINISTRY OF TOURISM & CULTURE) GRANT

The Minigtry of Culture, Covernment of India wts kind enough to continue the salary $!nt
attistance to 20 irtiites and one Guru in Margi. But, rince there ire 40 rrtistes, there is a wide

dispariry in the earningi ofthe anhtes. We have requested lhe Minis!ry of Cultufe to conrider thh

aspect and sanction salary grant assisrrnce to all the Margi artktes.

The $lary grunf r$ir&nce of the Ministry of Cult|/:e is an invaluable support and encouragement to the

attistes of Margi, who arc afiong the lowest D?id and our llra.tfelt thants to the Covernment of India are

hereby plred on rccord.

HOSTINC Ot WEB SITE www.margithearre.org

We have hosted ou. website - www.mJrgitheatre.org. lt features sections Hhtory, Philosophy,

Art cen(err, Infomrtion abour Karhakali & Kutiyanrnt, UNESCO proclamarion of Kuriyattam.

Video docunrentirion, publicarions, Foreign assignments etc. etc. With rhe .iid of thig InfoTech we

expect nruch greater rerponse to Jnd appreciation oF our triditional JrB.

FOREICN ASSICNMENTS FOR MARGI ARTISTES

shri. Krkhnadig, renowned and senior (hendJ arlitre of Margt perlormed in the UK oriwo-nronrh

tour of that country during lune - Augus! 2004. Margi Viiayakumar. leading fentale artirle and

Margi R.avindran Pillai, senior chutty artiste performed in the US on a wo-month tour from March

2005.

REDUCTION IN THE RECURRINC CRANT

FROM THE COVERNMENT OF KEMLA

Mention had been nlade in the lasr rnnual reporg about the inadequacy ot lhe prerent grant of

fu.10lakh, fixed in 1998-99. Within rhis granr, rhe zlo arrirres of Margi could be paid only very

low salaries. These arlistes are all very rcconlplished and senior members of the prolession rnd had
given off their best for the developnrent of Kathakali and Kutiyattrnl, mainGining the higtest

standards EI tradhional values of rhese es5ential Kerala therrre rrrs, which are increasingly being

appreciated by more and more irt lover5. MJrgi iJ ahe only institution fot Kethakali and Kutyattamt

functioning in the Capital city of our JaJfe. We were hoping that Government would sanction a
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rational salary structure for fie very low pnid iriisres, contparable to thar in rhe Kerrla

Kalanrandalam.

But, gdfy, the grant was reduced from Rl.lO lakh to RJ.7 lakh dtning,2OO2-20o3t Rs.5.25 lakh

in 20O3-2004 and R!.7 lakh during 2004-2005. The artister' low salaries had ro be slashed by

up to 50% at a time when $ey were iustifiably hoplng for an upward revlslon.

We hqe Govemnent will be kind enough to uke due noae of thir JeniouJ Jituatiofi rnd sanction a .rtkmal

'rrJry sml(ture for the rrtiJtet, in the abrence of wfiiclt it worrld be iimpoJiibre !o conainue fiiming MaEi.

+0v 
y(',,?u,i $S q.v'l y!I,ir(^^? l taJs G i'sl.",

A commiree hrr be€n contaituaed by Govemment ffii,inin-

Jnd we have preiented detalled meno at the fi$t me€ting of lhe committee hed on 3l-3-2005,

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The comnrlttee would like to acknowledge i6 deep debt of gfatitude to the Cov€mmenr of Kerala,

Departnrent of Cuhure and the Direclor of Vlllopally Samskrithi Bh!v!n; Covemment of Indli

(Minktry of Culture); the Kendra Sangee! Natak! Akadenli; !h€ IndiJn Council for Culrural

Relations; th€ Kerala Srngeet Natak Academy; the Travancore Devason Board; the UNESCO and

tJDJn funds in TruJt.

Our tincere lhanl6 are due !o the Press in General and in panicular lhe leading dailieg like Malayah

M,rnorJnli, Mathrubhumi, Kerala Kaumudi, The Hlndu, The Indian Expre$ erc. for rheh regulir

cov€rage of fte programmes of Margi. We rre extrenrly gateful to the visu.rl media and the Invh

Multim€dia for featuring our programmes.

S. SrinivJsan IAS
SECRETARY

Thlruvaninthapuranr
\sq )une 2oo5

Annual Report 200.1-1005 l0


